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bacco. The result of the investigation above 





MARYLAND TOBACCO. 


alluded to, isnot only known to the commit- 
tee, but has been witnessed by a numerous as- 
semblage of their fellow citizens, among whom 


The proceedings of eome Tobacco Shippers and Dealers, are some of the most respectable planters of the 


and the Report of a grand jury of the City of Baiti- 


more, in relation to fraudulent packing and imperfect; 


inspection of Maryland Tobacco, with remarks thereon 
by the Editor. 


Over readers will perceive, from the following 
Report, that the general statements, publicly made, 


state. 


To check this growing evil, which there is 
strong evidence of its having long existed, to 
separate the honest from the fraudulent plan- 
ters, and to protect and encourage this sta- 


in a moment of much excitement, by a Committee of|ple of our state in its fair condition, is the duty 


Merchants, are not sustained by the more deliberate 
Report of a Grand Jury, acting under the sanctions 
of authority. Indeed, they will even find the opinions 
of the mercantile self-constituted court, contradictory 
in themselves. And they will bear in mind, that the 
evidence before the grand-jury as to fraudulent inten- 
tions, being entirely exparte, is very far from being 
conclusive, as to any case. 


REPORT AND PROCEEDINGS 


OF SOME MERCHANTS. 


According to appointment, the adjourned 
meeting of the Tobacco Shippers and Pealers 
was held at the Baltimore Exchange, on the 6th 
of July, 1821, when the committee appointed at 
the former meeting, to take into consideration 
the fraudulent modes adopted by many planters 
in the packing of their tobacco, and to devise 
some plan to detect and prevent in future such 
iniquitous practices, delivered in their report, 
which was read, and after some amendments, a- 
dopted as follows— 


The Committee to whom was referred for 
consideration the fraudulent practice of false 
packing of tobacco, and for devising a plan to 
detect or prevent it in future, beg leave to Re- 
port—. 

That they have investigated the same as far 
as laid in their power, and find that the practice 
has prevailed to an alarming extent, and calls 
for the firm, decided, and immediate interposi- 
tion, not only of the shippers and dealers, but 
of the honest and upright planters, as well as 
all those who are at all concerned in the pur- 
chase or sale of the article. 
their investigation, they have found, that in 17 
hhds. of tobacco that have heen reviewed at Du- 
gan’s warehouse, Roderick Dorsey, inspector, 
only four hhds. have been discovered free from 
imposition, and that in 19 hhds. reviewed at 
Calhoun’s warehouse, Richard Makall, insrec- 
tor, only 9 hhds have in like manner, been found 
correct. In many instances, the injury sustain- 
ed has been excessive, and in all, by no means 
trifling. — 


The investigation has been confined chiefly 
to the yellow and finer kinds of tobacco, and 
to the inspection houses mentioned above. But 
the committee are aware that the evil is not 
,limited to these particular cases, but that it 
extends in some degree, to nearly every part 
of the state, and to almost every quality of to- 


In the course of. 


of every good citizen. The remedy is, and al- 
ways has been, completely within the power of 
the inspectors, whose carelessness and constant 
anxiety to obtain patronage, has, no doubt, great- 
ly contributed to encourage this practice. 

The committee, therefore suggest the follow- 

ing plan. That an instrument of writing be 
drawn up, and signed by the shippers and deal- 
ers, pledging themselves to report any remiss- 
ness in the inspection, or fraud in the packing 
of tobacco, that may come within their know- 
ledge, to a general meeting of those interested 
in the subject, to be held on the first Thursday 
in every month, to be acted upon as may here- 
after be deemed advisable. And that it be re- 
commended to the inspectors to break every 
hogshead in five different places, and that two 
of the breaks be at least within six inches of 
the ends, and one bundle from each exhibited 
as an average of the contents of the hhd. The 
committee are induced to hope, that these pre- 
cautions, if fairly tested, will at least give a tem- 
porary and partial relief. They are rendered 
necessary by fraud and deception, and are in the 
opinion of the committee, the best remedies 
that can be applied, until the legislature, in their 
wisdom and justice, pass more efficient laws on 
the subject. 
The committee advise some further forbear- 
ance, for the present, in publishing the names 
of those whose tobacco has been found defec- 
tive, for with some it. may have originated in 
circumstances beyond their controul, who may 
come forward and make good the deficiency, 
and such as do not, can hereafter be exposed: 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

The following resolutions were also adopt- 
ed :-— 

Resolved, that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to wait on the tobacco shippers and 
dealers for their signatures to an instrument of 
writing for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the provisions of the above report. 

Resoived, that the toregoing proceedings be 
published. 

THOMAS TENANT, Chairman. 
D. F. Macrupen, Sec’ry. 


The above Report, which has been widely circula- 
ted by some merchants of the City of Baltimore, is so 
well calculated to do much injury, by bringing a 
staple commodity cf this state into general dis repute, 





by publicly casting the most unwarrantable imputa. 
tions upon the character of a great portion of our Ag. 
ricultural fellow citizens, and by impeaching the con- 
duct of many most faithful public officers ; that we 
feel it to be our duty, to submit it to our readers, 
in connection with an admirable report, on the same 
subject, solemnly made by an intelligent and imparts 
tial grand jury. 





REPORT 
Of the Grand Jury to the Judges of Baltimore 


City Court. 

Frequent complaints having been made in 
this city, by the shippers of tobacco, of los es 
stated by them to have been sustained, in very 
many cases, where the article, when examined 
in the markets abroad, was found to be greatly 
inferior to the samples by which it was sold ia 
this country, considerable public excitement 
has manifested itself en this interesting subject. 
We have, therefore thought that an investigation 
of the causes of complaint, came properly with- 
in our province, and made a part of our duty. 
Under this persuasion, we have judged it expe- 
dient to direct a diligent and impartial inquest 
to the mode of inspection hitherto adopted in 
the different wiadhdeae in the City of Balti- 
more ; justly presuming, as we think, that the 
injury inflicted upon the sufferers, would be 
found to have originated, either in imperfect 
and inefficient legislation, or the negligent per- 
formance of the duties prescribed by law.—Of 
the first evil, at least, we very confidently affirm 
the existence. 


We find, on enquiry, that here, as elsewhere 
in all the warehouses of the State of Maryland 
we believe, it is the custom of the Inspectors to 
make three draws, us they are termed, from 
each hogshead of tobacco; and in doing this, 
there is a general uniformity of observance as 
io the places in the tobacco, when stripped, 
where the draws shall be made. In not man 

instav.ces, as we are informed, has it happened, 
that the planter has complained of the Inspec- 
tors disposition to favour the purchaser; in 
some, the dealers have thought the parcel not 
quite so good as the sample—In all cases, it 
ould appear, where direct intimations were 
giveu tothe laspector of evidences of an attempt 
to deceive by putting inferior tobacco in parts 
of the hogshead where draws were not usually 
taken, more treaks than three have been made, 
and proper pains bestowed to get a fair sample 
of the whole. Such is the nature of the tobacco 
business, that the greater part of the finer kinds 
comes to the warehouses at one season of the 
year ; 80 that at that particular time, a press of 
busimess, it may be allowed, will nut always 
nay the Inspectors to exercise such a vigi- 
ance, as will enable them, at once, to perceive 
and detect attempts to deceive ; yet, in the pro- 
gress of our inquisition, we have found instan- 
ces of detection by the Inspector, where no pree 
vious suggestions had been whispered in his 
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ear. In this detail of the manner of performing 
their duty, we think we can discover nothing 
which ought to bring direct censure upen the 
Inspectors. The law and long established 
usnge, prescribe three breaks, except when 
there are reasons for suspicion—the law lays no 
obligation on the Inspector to furnish a sample, 
good or bad ; nor does it identify the particular 
laces from which the samples shall be taken — 
fe can readily conceive the difficulties under 
which any Inspector would labour, who should 
undertake to: differ from his brethren, by sub- 
jecting every hogshead to a severer ordeal than 
they, and who could justify himself in this de- 
rture from the ordinary rule, only by declar- 
ing his suspicions of every planter who sent to- 
bacco tohis warehouse, To this may be added 
the consideration of an occasional difference in 
judgment allowable to an Inspector of ‘Tobacco, 
as weil as to others. 

On the subject of false packing, and the 
charge of fraud, we beg leave to observe, that the 
first is aterm so indefinite, we scarcely know 
how to make such a report as shall be svtifacto- 
ry. The impossibility of ascertaining how 
much of design wey have, in any case, entered 
into the operation by which false packing has 
wrought injury to the dealer in Tobacco, makes 
us hesitate: Of fraud, where it has been direct 
and manifest, the instances, though too many, 
are yet so few, that our enquiry leaves the 
general character of the planters of Maryland, 
as honest and high as it wa- ever supposed to be. 
A planter, we conceive, has a right, by law, to 
put what kinds of sound Tobacco he pleases in 
a hogshead ; and a right, by law, to place it 
where he pleases in the hogshead, because he 
does so at his own risk; and he ought not to be 
lightly accused of intentions to deceive, inas- 
much as it is the Inspector, and not the grower, 
who fixes the quality of the article. ‘The law 
does not say how ‘Tebaccos, of different quali- 
ties, shall be arranged by the packer ; nor does 
it permit the planter to sell his judgment with 
his crop. It is quite probable that some planters 
have suffered in their reputation, by the kind of 
compact made with their overseers, who, not 
unfrequently, have a certain share of the crop, 
as part of their hire, and who will use expedients 
to ensure its passage in the warehouse, which 
their more honourable employers know nothing 
of, and which they would be the first to condemn. 
We would also observe, that where a poor man 
has but one hogshead to sell, it cannot be ex- 

cted, all, to be fine alike ; and, we conceive 
it would be unjust to refuse him admittance to 
an inspecting house, because his Tubacco varies 
much in quality. Trash, both stems and foreign 
substances, has been reported to us as having 
been found, on a more strict examination, tha: 
was expected, but this has seldom eccurred ; 
and the discovery has been made, as indeed 
in most of the frauds practised, in the fine 
Tobaccos. It is necessary, it would seem, to 
nail one head of the hogshead more than the 
other, and the laborers, in the warehouses, have 
been in the habit of opening the opposite head 
as the lighter task : advantage, in some instan- 
ces, has been taken of this well known circuin- 
stance, and very inferior Tobaccos have been 
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It becomes our duty to state, that we have 
heard of no instance of a dealer’s having chang- 
ed his samples of Tobacco ; or of his having, 
in any manner, practised fraud upon the ship- 
per, in any matter or thing connected with, or 
involved in, this report. 


With sincere pleasure we conclude our re- 
port, by observing, that the reforms recently 
made, by common consent of the Inspectors, 
in the different warehouses in this city, and the 
increased vigilance exercised to detect impo 
sitions, and to give a true character to one of the 
most valuable products of our State, are likely to 
shield all future purchasers from loss by suc- 
cessful frauds, or unintentional misrepresentu- 
tions. It remains, only, for the Legislature ct 
Maryland so to modify and amend the existing 
'aws to regulace the Inspection of ‘Tobacco, that 
all the parties directly concerned in its pro- 
visions, shall have their several duties and obli- 
gations clearly explained and strictly defined. 


CHAS. WIRGMAN, 
Foreman of the Grand Jury. 


Now, although the declaration, that Tobacco, upon 
examination in foreign markets, was frequently found 
to be very inferior im quality to the samples by 


properly, called the attention of the grand-jury of the 
city of Baltimore to the subject, and drew from that 
tribunal a public statement replete with information, 
and marked by good sense.—Still we deem it advi- 
sable to add a few observations in further illustration 
of the matter, and in accordance with their opinions. 
Persons, who are well acquainted with Tobacco, 
know, that it spontaneously undergoes repeated chan- 
ges or “ sweats ;” and that the article will be improv- 
ed or injured, by that which occurs in the hogshead, 
whether it be in a warehouse or on ship-board, ac- 
cording as the parcel may have been previously well 
or il) managed, and judiciously or unfortunately 
packed. 

After it has been well cured, Tobacco ought to be 
prepared in bulks for the cask; for if it is prema- 
turely packed, or when but a little too wet, it will un- 
dergo, in the hogshead, an injurious change. Such To- 
bacco must eventually prove inferior to the sample, if 
it was inspected immediately or soon after it was pack- 
ed. To prepare Tobacco in a way to have its quality 
improved in the hogshead, is a critical undertaking ; 
one, which cannot be uniformly and successfully con- 
ducted, without much experience and unceasing vi- 
gilance. And in the liability of the article to natu- 
ral changes, we think unprejudiced persons will per- 
ceive an abundant and innocent cause of nearly all 
those injuries which too careless shippers have sus- 
tained by variations in quality. 

Again, those who have frequently seen Tobacco in- 

spected, may have remarked, that, although but 
three breaks were usually made on each hogshead, 
yet these places could not be precisely anticipated 
by planters; because, independent of the difficulty 
of originally judging as to the compression under 
the prize, they must also conjecture rightly as to the 
stature of the laborer, by whom it might be opened, 
for the obvious reason that the breaks, made by tall 
or small men, wouid be in different places. 
Still, we do not hesitate to believe, that in some 
few cases, common or even trash Tobacco may have 
been purposely packed along with the best, so as not 
to be discovered—ter who can permit himself to doubt 
that frauds will be attempted, and soizetimes success- 
fully practised, by disbonest persons?—or point out 
an employment that guards its every follower from 
the commission of crimes? 

Nevertheless, a few instances of fraudulent inten- 
tions, partially carried into execution, cannot justity 
some merchants of this city, in adopting and publish- 





found to be packed closely and hard upon this 
head, so as to put it all below the break, 


ug a REPORT, calculated to degrade, in every mar- 
ket, a most important export of this state; nor sus- 


which it was sold in this country, very naturally, and: 
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tain the imputations which they have cast upon the 
great body of its planters, and all of the inspectors. 

To us it appears very strange, that their Report 
nould advance such charges, and yet present the 
most conclusive internal evidence by which to repel 
cach of the allegations 

Yes! in the same report we find them accusing 
every Tobacco inspector in the state of holding out 
encouragements to the commission of frauds, and then 
soliciting some of those inspectors to alter an imme- 
morial practice, and establish a better usage, without 
expressing a doubt as to their immediate and cheerful 
compliance! We next find them reposing with great 
complacency in the confident expectation of procuring 
amendments to the Tobacco inspection laws to be 
passed by a legislature, composed, in a great part, of 
the immediate and faithful representatives of Plant- 
ers, whom they have so lavishly abused! And, final- 
ly, they even tell us, that “they expect, in the few 
** cases in which Tobacco has been found defective, 
** the planters will make good the deficiency, as it 
** may have originated in circumstances beyond their 
“ controul.”” Thus do these gentlemen conclude, after 
much ado, as we sincerely wish they had begun. 

For what becomes of the disposition to encourage 
fraud, as imputed by them to honorable officers, 
when we test the accusation by the Report of the 
Grand Jury, or couple it with their own application 
to the inspectors in this city? And where shall we 
find the proofs of that alarming necessity, which 
calls every good citizen, “en masse,” to aid the sepa- 
ration of the honest from the fraudulent planters?— 
to bring out the virtuous but reluctant few from 
among the wicked and appalling many! Why make 
this strange appeal?—this thoughtless attempt to 
create boundless fears ! 

In this avaricious age, reputation has been too often 
improperly and lightly impeached. Moral Wealth 
ought not to be violated, and we hope that hereafter 
it may not be, with safety by any individual, or any 
association, however respectable, even under the spe- 
cious pretext of exposing frauds, since these may be 
detected under the operation of our laws, and their 
perpetrators Se punished by our competent tribunals. 
In our commendable attempts to remove every obsta- 
cle that can prevent the fair acquisition of property 
by the industrious and honorable of every profession, 
let us beware, least we commit far greater outrages 
than those which we propose to remedy. 


If a different spirit had characterised the Report, 
which we have reviewed, one might have supposed 
that its authors were exclusively prompted to its 
adoption, by a resistless love of justice; ‘and we 
might then have expected to see many mercantile 
and other practices exposed, which rumor with her 
ten thousand tongues, has often muttered in our 
ears. We might then have heard why India Piece 
Goods became every year shorter, more narrow and 
indifferent, and yet were sold by their old names !— 
and how it came to pass that more Young Hyson Tea 
could be imported into these United States than ever 

winChina! We might then have heard why 
Dry Goods brought from the continent of Europe, 
were always shorter than the measures marked th-re- 
on !—and why even those sent to us from Great Bri- 
tain, are ever finest in the parts exposed to view! 
We might then have learned by whom most wick- 
edly sophisticated mixtures have been palmed apon 
the sick, for generous, unadulterated wines! In 
what a “pretty pickle,” we should ave seen 
those who add vitriol to Vinegar! How those would 
have been peppered who sell meal for Mustard '— 
Others would have been well /athered who mingle clay 
in our Boap! And we should have seen sume painted 
to the life who put lead into Vermillion! They 
would have roasted our pallid Bakers, “ who convert 
the staff of life into a crutch to help us onward to 
the grave” by putting allum into Bread! Our Tai- 
lors would have been weil dasted for piecing our 
lapells! And our Stout Brewers might have rued 
ihe time when they put wormwood into beer! ‘Nor 


would the name of that meek man have been with« 
heid from public view, who daily tells his boy to 
sand the sugar, gravel the coffee, water the ram, 





and then come in to prayers! 
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When these ase? atea gentlemen, wholiy inteni 
upon the establishment of fair and open markets in 
every part of this very reputable state, would also 
have told us how to guard our Agriculturists from 
being sometimes injured to the full value of entire 
Crops, by those forestallers who outstrip the mail, 
whenever fortunes may be wrested in an hour from 
the hospitable and unsuspecting Cultivators of the 
Sui). 


And, as to the conduct of aux of the Tobacco deal- 
ers, we possibly might not have had such positive 
assurances of its strict and snvariable propriety if 
Pianiers had assisted in framing a Report, on their 
actions, for the public eye : nevertheless, we wish to 
believe the favourable statement given of their con- 
duct. But still, as it has been remarked to us, that 
Dealers might easily convert a hogshead of good To- 
bacco into samples, by which to sell much inferior 
qualities, we feel it to be our duty, as we are about 
to give our advice to those who are most deeply in- 
terested in the commodity, to entreat them to com- 
mence at the beginning, and persevere unto the end, 
in the good work of reform. 


To our Planters, we feel no hesitation in saying, 
that they will best consult their interests, by care- 
fully selecting their yellow from their red, and their 
red from their dull Tobacco; scrupulously packin 
their crop separately from their second quality; an 
rigidly rejecting every particle of trash, of which 
they need make very little or none, if they would top 
their growing plants low, and prime them, 1. e. re- 
move the bottom leaves, which, after having retarded 
the others, always perish as the plants get ripe. 


Their next great object should be to secure a good 
inpection; which they will ever find to be the fullest, 
as it is the fairest. ‘To this end let there be five or 
more breaks made in every hogshead by the inspec- 
tor, and ten bundles be withdrawn to make two seal- 
ed samples, one for the planter, and the other to be 
placed for public view in a suitable, central repository, 
where such samples should be brought from each city 
warehouse, by the Inspectors, and kept uatil the 
hogsheads were exported : let the inspectors be made 
independent, not unly of the shipper, but also of the 
planter and dealer, by no longer appointing them to 
particular warehouses, but require them to change 
their districts every week, or daily, as our flour and 
whiskey Inspectors do. Warehouse keepers might be 
appointed to receive, display, preserve and deliver the 
Tobacco, and furnish the Notes for the countersign 
of the Inspectors. 


Under such arrangements Tobacco could be brought | 


into market to the best advantage for all parties ; 
frauds could not be successfully practised upon those 
who would exercise common prudence ; and imputa- 
tions could rest but upon the guilty. 


The following project of a law is the basis of seve- 
ral of our suggestions ; it was some time since eub- 
mitted to the consideration of the legislators of Ma- 
ryland, by a senator from this city, then an exportin 
merchant—and we are satisfied that it was intende 
to establish checks on all, and safe-guards for each. 
And as such we recommend it to the favorable and 
attentive consideration of our Agricultural and Com- 
mercial friends for revisal and improvement, as far as 
it may be thought susceptible of it. 


Epit. Am. Yel mt 


AN ACT 


Relative to the Inspection of Tobacco in the 
City of Baltimore. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ma- 
pe amgag That on or before the first day of gy 
next, the proprietor or proprietors of each o 
the Tobacco inspection Houses in the city of, 
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dred dollars for neglect therein, provide a Suit- 
able room in the same for depositing samples of 
tobacco, and in each such room shall be boxes 
or other convenient places for containing such 
samples, which shall be so disposed, that sam- 
ples may at any time be readily found. 


Sect. 2. And be it enacted, That on and after 
the first day of March next, each inspector of 
tobacco in said city, shall under the penalty of 
thirty dollars per hogshead, for neglect therein 
draw two fair samples from each hogshead of 
tobacco, which he shall inspect as near the aver- 
age quality of the tobacco in the hogshead, as in 
his judgment they can be; one of which he shall 
deliver to the owner or agent of the owner of 
the tobacco, and the other, which shall con- 
sist of four bundles, shall be deposited in said, 
box, or places in such manner as that it can at 
any time be immediately found ; but before he 
deposits the same he shall affix thereto a paper 
and secure the same with a string or cord, which 
shall be sealed with wax, and on such paper he 
shall mark the number corresponding to the 
number of the hogshead of tobacco of which it 
is a sample ; and it shall be the duty of such 
inspector at any time to shew to any person re- 

uiring the same, any sample so marked and; 
Tediiek. such persons paying him two cents 
for showing each such sample; and said sam- 

le shall remain there until the hogshead of to- 
er be removed from the warehouse ; and no 
tobacco shall at any time be in said sample room 
but the samples aforesaid of such hogsheads of 
tobacco, as shall be at the time in the warehouse. 
And each such inspector of said warehouses, 
shall on the first day of March next, and every 
inspector hereafter appointed, shall when ap- 
pointed, take before a justice of the peace of 
the city of Baltimore, the following oath or 
affirmation : “I, A. B. do swear or affirm, that 
[ will always, in drawing samples as directed 
by the act entitled, “ an act relative to the in- 
spection of tobacco in the city of Baltimore,” 
draw such samples asin my judgment will be 
just, and of the average quality of the tobacco 
in the hogshead, of which they will be taken as 
samples, without favor or partiality. 

And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Mayor of the city of Baltimore, on the 
first Monday of every January, May and Sep- 
tember, and oftener if he shall deem it necessa- 
ry, to call at each tebacco inspection house in 
said city, and the inspector of each warehouse 
shall lay before him a list of the tobacco in such 
warehouse arranged in numerical order; and 
the Mayor shall for every hundred hogsheads 
then contained in such warehouse, choose by 
lot one or more hogsheads, and the inspector 
shall deliver to the Mayor the samples of such 
hogsheads, and shall open the casks of tobacco 
for inspection ; and said Mayor shall compare 
the sample with the tobacco, which it shall re 
present, and said inspection and comparison 
shall be done in an open place and public man- 
ner, in the presence of all persons who shall be 
disposed to attend. 

And be it enacted, That each hogshead of to- 
baeco, which shall be inspected at said ware- 
houses, shall be broken for inspection at not less 





than four places. 






Baltimore, shall under the penalty of five hun-t 
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(FROM THE LONDON FAKMEN $ JOURNAL] 
First Annual Exhibition of the Board 
of Agriculture. 

In pursuance of advertise wents for giving pre- 
miums for Breeding Stock, a show took place 
in Mr. Aldridge’s yard, Upper St. Maren’s- 
lane, on Monday and Tucsday last, the 9th and 
10th instant. Among the company present, we 
noticed the Duke of Norfolk, the Marqais of 
Tavistock, the Karl of Macclesfield, the Karl of 
Egremont, the Karl of Galloway, the Earl of 
Thanet, the Earl of Mansfield, the Earl of Win- 
chelsea, Lard William Bentick, Lord Arundel, 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Sir Charles 
Morgan, Sir Thowas Dyke, Sir Isaac Coffin, 
the Hon. John ‘Trevor, Colonel Way, Admiral 
Uarvey, William Nothey, Esq. Shafton Adair, 
Esq. Inigo ‘Thomas, Esq. Charles C. Western, 
Esq. John C.Curwen, Esq. William P. Honey- 
wood, Esq. Christopher I’. Towers, Esq. R. 
Price, Esq. James Pickford, Esq. Edwar? 
Blount, Esq. Messrs. Ellman, sen. and jun, to- 
gether with a long list of distinguised practical 
Breeders of Farming Stock and Agriculturists. 

Considering that the institution of this exhi- 
bition is in its infancy, there was a very res- 
pectable show of Stock, cunsisting of ten Bulls 
of different ages; nine Cows and heifers ; sev- 
eral fat Steers and Cows; seven pens of Lei- 
cester and Cotswould Rams and Ewes ; twelve 
pens of ditto Downs; and nine or ten pens of 
ditto Merinos. As a curiosity, there was an 
imported Ram, from the Sonth of Italy, (we be- 
lieve) which is not likely to’ be used as an im- 

rovemeut to our crosses; it had monstrous 
ong horns, with a narrow back, flat shaggy 
sides, the wool somewhat resembling the coat 
of a Polar Bear. 

The Bulls unfortunately, were all short 
horns, excepting one, which was an Alderney, 
the property of Lady Ongley. Of course the 
competition for the premiums was very much 
narrowed, it being the intention of the Board 
to award a premium to each Bull, being the beat 
of his sort. Some very good Cows were exhi- 
bited, and several weaning Calves with their 
dams in milk. ‘The Noble President, Earl Mac- 
clesfield, showed two fat Devon Cows, dam and 
daughter, as extra stock which were greatly 
admired for their symmetry and condition. 

The show of Stallion Horses was a very 
short one, there being but two exhinited—one of 
them was the property of C. C. Western, Esq. 
he appeared to be of a hardy race, but inferior 
in size, and not calculated to be of avy service 
to English Stock. 

The show of Swine was the most interestin 
of its kind, the specimens being numerous, ond 
very good. The judges evinced: their appro- 
bation of the competition in this department, by 
awarding many premiums among them. Caen- 
sidering how difficult it is to specify the breeds 
contemplated by the premiums offered, and the 
much greater tendency to crosses and inter- 
mixture of qualities, the judges are necessarily 
entrusted with a discretion to extend premiums 
to individual merit. Perhaps this, in future, 
may he simplified by offering premiums to Pigs 
of different ages. This might also be the case 
with regard to Bulls of the sameebieed or 
breeds. 















148 








AMERICAN FARMER. . 


VoL. Ille 











Mr. Gibbs, seedsman 
in the yard with samples of a great variety of 
Grass-seeds ; together with the seeds of Mangel 
Wurtzel, (Cow-beet) Sweedish Turnips, and 
many varieties of White, Red, and Yellow Tur- 
nips, &c. &c. with specimens of the roots.— 
Messrs. Lees and Co. shewed a very ingenious 
Drill for sowing Pease, Beans, and Turnips, on 
fiat work, at eighteen inch intervals ; also one 
of General Beatson’s Scarifiers, and a ‘Turnip- 
cutter. Mr. Wedlake showed his Ploughs, and 
a portable Chaff-cutter. Mr. Plenty attended 
with a Ploughs and Mr. Fisher attended with 
his wet-and-dry-weather Plough. : 

Mr. Large, of Broadwe!!, Oxon, exhibited a 
carcase of mutton, immensely fat, weighing 60 
pounds per quarter; it was remarkably wile, 
and thick on the back. C. T’. Tower, Esq. sent 
with his excellent show of Pigs, a Carcase ol 
his Essex breed, crossed with the Neapolitan 
Boar, for the purpose of showjng that their 
dark lead colour alive, is not imparted even to 
the skin when slaughtered ; the skin of this 
pig, being dressed with a seald, was as white as 
that of ordinary swine hogs. Mr. Tower ex- 
hibited a Sow of this cross, which had bred three 
farrows in the year, but now fat, together with 
specimens of her progeny ; the oldest were three 
bacon hogs, the carcase just mentioned being 
one, and the other two alive; they weighed 
from 40 to 45 stones ; the largest being 4 teet 2 
inches long, and 6 feet 4 inches girth. 


SHOW. 

In arranging an exhibition, novel to the 
Board, and especially so to their responsibie 
officers, it might be expected that some minutiz 
of detail would be omitted ; in consequence 
there were no labels dilixed to the pens of Sheep 
and Swine, &c. excepting only those which de - 
noted the awards of the premiums, we can 
therefore only give a list of these, and leave 
the others with our general approbation of the 
merits of the Stock shown, out without detail- 
ing the scanty information which we were able 
to collect from personal inquiry, and which 
would be liable to mistake, or give vilence by 
unintentional omission. 


BULLS.—Premivms, 

To W. B. Thomas, Esq. for his Short-horned 
Bull, called Charles the Second, of the linprov- 
ed Durham Breed, 301. This bull was im- 
mensely fat,and very large, weighed | ton 2} 
cwt. 

To Lady Ongley, for her Alderney do. 30/.— 
No competition. 

The judges also recommend that an honorary 
premium of 30/. be given to John Hutchin- 
son, Ksq. of Stockton, for his one year and four 
mobdths old Buil, called Sir Leoline. 

COWS AND HEIFERS. 

To John Wetierell, Esq. for his incalved 

Durham Cow, 20/. 


To Rich. Griffin, Esq. for his fat Long-horned 
Cow, 20. 





FAT STEERS. 
To Sir John S. Sebright, for his fat Durham 
Paeess = ; 
To Mr. John Walker, of Westington, n 
Bromy:rd, a Hereford do. 201. emnacay 
To Mr. Willian, a Short-horned do. 154 


to the Board, attended rts 





STALLION HORSES. 


To Mr. Hazell for his Chesnut Draught Stal- 
lion, 30l. 

SHEEP.—RAMS. 
To Mr. Faulkner, for his 2 years old Long- 
wooled Ram, 15. 
| To Sir Thos, Dyke, for his Smith-down Rams, 
151. 
To John Fane, Esq. his Merino Ram, 151. 

EWES. 

To J. H. Nichols, Esq. for his pen of fat 
Long-woolled Ewes, 101. 
Yo Mr. Stephen Grantham, for his pen of 
Short-woolled Ewes, 102. 
To Thos. Henry, Esq. for his pen of Merino 
Ewes, 10l. 

PIGS.—BOARS. 
To C; C. Western, Esq. C. T. Tower, Mr. 
Daniel Brown, William Hayward, Mr. A. H. 
Chambers, and Mr. Stephen Gratham, each 
101. 

SOWS. 

C. T. Tower, Esq. Mr. H.C. White, Mr. 
William Hayward, Heary Hayward, Mr. W. 
Warrol, and Mr. A. H. Chambers, each 10é. 


THE DINNER. 


On ‘Tuesday at Five o’cluck, a company of 
about filty «cntlemen sat down to dinner at the 
Freemasy Favern, in Great Queensstreet, 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Macclesfield (Presi 
dent) in thecharr. After the cloth was drawn, 
the Noble Chairman gave, “ The King.”— the 
Royal Family.” Agriculture,” in a bumper. 
ihe health of the President of the Board of 
Agriculture was then proposed, and drank with 
great applause. The Noble Chairman rose and 
returned thanks, expressing his ardent wishes 
for the prosperity of agriculture, and modestly 
lamenting his own deficiency of knowledge in 
its practical pursuits; but in his estimation of 
its value and importance, and his good wishes 
for its wellare, he yielded to none, and his ut- 
most efforts to promote its success in every way, 
should not be wanting. The Noble Chairman 
then expressed his thanks to the Vice-Presi- 
dents, who had been appointed for the occa- 
sion, namely, the Rev. Gen. Jenys, John Fane, 
Davies Gilbert, and Charles Duncombe, Esqrs. 
and gave their healths. The Reverend Geo. 
Jenys apologized for the absence of Mr. Fane, 
and Mr. Duncombe, and returned thanks for 
the honor done them. He saida few words 
relating to the distresses of agriculturists, and 
hoped that patience and perseverance would 
restore the comfort and prosperity of all class- 
es. 

The Noble Chairman next proposed the 
health of the late President of the Board of Ag- 
riculture, “ The Earl of Hardwicke.” His 
Lordship observed with sincere regret, that ill 
health was the cause of the Noble Earl’s ab- 
sence, whose character he (the Noble Chair- 
man) very justly eulogized as an enlightened 
and zealous promoter of agricultural improve- 
ments. The toast was drank with great ap- 
plause. 

The Noble Chairman then rose, and address- 
ed the company ina few words, on the object 
of their meeting, and the good consequences 
that might be expected from the patronage thus 








— - ——_ 
extended to breeding stock ; adding, that a ve- 
ry agreeable part of his duty was now to be per- 
formed, namely, the distribution of the premi- 
ums which had been awarded by the judges on 
this occasion. Mr. Samuel, Hennel having 
placed several trays ona centre table, covered 
with articles of silver plate, his Lordship con- 
cluded with requesting Mr. George Webb Hall, 
(the Secretary) to read the adjudications, 
vhich, in substance, have been noticed already. 
The noble chairman, then, with much kindness, 
and affability, addressed the several successful 
candidates, and handed to them, personally, pie- 
ces of plate, according to their respective pre- 
miums. 

During this agreeable ceremony, the unanim- 
ity of the company was for a moment interrupt- 
ed by a circumstance which requires some re- 
trospective explanation. It appeared to have 
been the general expectation that the Show was 
exclusively for the encouragement of breeding 
stock—and upon entering the Yardon Luesday 
morning, the exhibitors found that premtums 
had been awarded in several instances, to fat 
sock tn preference, which they conceived to be 
a deviation from the original principle, and the 
occasion of disappointment, numerically, to 
four candidates exhibiting Bulls and Cows. The 
second point of complaint was, that only one 
premium had been awarded for the long-wool. 
ed, and one for the short-wuulled Rams, instead 
of aduing others in each sort for the second and 
third in merit; which successive premiuins, 
giving more chances for honorary distinction, 
had induced some to show who did not 
expect to be first. Uhe remaining matter of 
disappointment was founded on the expectation 
that six premiums were to be awarded tor Bulls 
—and these deviatious, as they were conceived 
to be, from the rules and regulations published, 
were supposed to be left to the discretion of the 
Judges, or to have been introduced by them in 
ine absence of full and specific directions for 
their award as to the objects intended. How- 
ever this might be, the disappointment of the 
exhibitors produced an arrangement to hand a 
nemoriai or protest to the Nobie Chairman 
during the business of the evening, explanatory 
of the impression under which their stuck had 
been brought forward, and the disappointment 
that was produced, 

The business of the memorial was introduced 
by Mr, Dickinson (who was not, however, one 
of the memorialists,) who rose and begged per- 
inission to make a few observations on the re- 
gulations of the exhibition ; this being done, the 
memorial was handed to the Noble Chairman, 
and read by the secretary; it stated in sub- 
Stance, what we havesketched above. 

Mr. Tower rose during the reading, in order 
to put a step to so unusual a course of proceed- 
ing; but the Novle Chairman directed that the 
business should now be fully heard, intimating, 
yowever, that if he had fully understood the 
nature of the document, he should have felt it 
his duty to have suppressed it. The reading 





being finished accordingly, Mr. Tower rose 
again, and strongiy deprecated the proceeding ; 
observing, that such a course was not only dis- 
respectful, but whoily unprecedented in any so- 
ciety of that kind. He spoke to the several 





pvints of complaint, and ouserved, that it was 
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maiii estly impossible to embrace and harmon- 
ize «!| opinions in the awards given ; that judg- 
es might be in some points mistaken ; but that 
acting with the best intentions, and with unim 
eached integrity, their award must be ever 
eld sacred, without which, no societies of that 
sort could exist, nor would any gentleman be 
found to exercise so unthankful an office. Res- 
ecting the Bulls, Mr. Tower observed, that 
it could not reasonably have been expected that 
six premiums should be distributed among ani- 
mats of one breed ; and as to any imputation on 
Rams exhibited, as not receiving premiums in 
succession, it was merely imaginary. Mr. Tow- 
er spoke at considerable length, and defended 
the Board of Agriculture and the Judges from 
all imputation of blame. 

Mr. Curwen then rose to deliver his impres- 
sion on the whole circumstance, both as he had 
observed it in the Show, and had heard it then 
argued. He observed, first, that it certainly 
could not be the intention to give six premi- 
ums to bulls of one sort, and therefore, it 
appeared to him, that as there was no connexion 
in other breeds, the Judges pad turned their 
attention to reward other points of merit, that 
is, in the steers ; but here he must confess that 
he could see nv reason why they should give 
premiums to ail the Steers, any more than to 
all the Buils; also, in the latter, he tnought it 
an error to have awarded the premium to a 
Buli which was entirely too fat to serve. The 
premiums, however, in this were right in point 
of principle, for they were awarded to two 
Bulls of ditlerent breeds. The next complaint 
was of the same nature. ‘L'wo premiums hac 
been given to Cows, and one of them to a fat 
Cow, which was a loug-horned animal ; but aii 
the rest were Uuyhams. it appeared to him 
that the Judges haa been drawn away by a ten- 
tion to fat rather than due regard to symmetry, 
which latter was the sort of merit to be appre- 
ciated in breeding animals. He begged not to 
be understood as casting any stigma*on the 
Judges, but as merely expressing his opinion vo 
the points to be had in view, and as explaining 
his notion of the disappointment that had been 
expressed. He thought the paper went too far, 
but that probably a little more care in the rules 
and stipulations would wholly prevent any fu- 
ture misapprehension. On the whole, he trust- 
ed that the occurrence would not discompose 
the harmony of the company, and concluded by 
recommending to the gentiemen to withdraw 
the protest, and to spend the evening together 
with cordiality and friendship. Mr. Curwen’s 
observations were lieard with much deference 
and satisfaction, and had the effect of staying 
all further discussion. 

The Noble Chairman rose, and with great 
suavity and politeness recommended the adop- 
tion of Mr. Curwen’s concluding sentiment— 
ebserving that the paper ought not surely to 
have been produced there. ‘fhe Jucges had 
read and considered their instructions, and had 
decided according to the best of their judge- 
ment; to that decision they were all bound to 
submit. ‘The Noble Chairman added, that il 
the rules had not been sufficiently explicit, he 
did not doubt but that with a little more care 
in future they might be rendered so. His 
Lordship’s kind and conciliatory manner was 
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sceeted with very great applause, and every 
ued feeling was subduedin a moment. His 
uordship then gave, “ ‘The Judges of the Show, 
i. J. Nichols, F. Lawley, and W. Stickney, 
squires.” 

Mr. Nichols said a few words, in the absence 
of the other Judges, as to the awards: he ad- 
mitted that they might have been led into an 
error in respect to the fat stock, and was dis- 
posed to pay the highest deference to the opin- 
ion of Mr. Curwen, whose liberal and candid 
view of the subject had so happily restored the 
varmony of the evening, concluding with re- 
turning thanks for the honor done hiin, and ob- 
serving that the Judges had but one motive, 
and that was justice to every competitor. 

The Noble Chairman then proceeded with 
the premiums, in delivering which, suitable re- 
marks were made, and the successtul candi- 
dates were encouraged with appropriate com- 
pliments. Mr. ‘Thomas, on receiving his pre- 
nium, returned thanks in a short speecn to the 
Uhair, in which he remarked, that in the course 
of his whole experience and observation, he 
found the short-horns were excellent in two 
points, and these two he believed to be of the 
great st importance; namely, in the males, 
early maturity ; and in the females, deep milk- 
ers; short-aurned cows 19 milk, carried less 
meat than some others, but when put to feed 
iney tovk on beef with great facility. 

Mir. Waiker, in receiving the premium for 
ais Heretord Ox, returced his thanks to his 
wordship, and prono aced iis firm cunviction 
tuat Herefurds wouid feed and milk with any 
ored in the kingdom. 

Whe Novie Chairman interspersed the busi- 
ness of delivering the premiums with toasts, as 
well to promote conviviality a8 to pay suitavle 
respect to absent characte:s. The health of 
“ Sir John Sebright” was gives and drank with 
great applause. . 

ifaving finished the delivery of the premi- 
ums, the Novle Chairman gave the health of 
‘+ Lady Ongley, and the other successful candi- 
dates.” 

Mr. Tower begged to propose the healths of 
two distinguished friends of agriculture, to 
whom the country was very much indebted, 
and he himself particularly bound in gratitude 
for his share of the honor obtained in that exhi- 
bition. The fact was, that the whoie merit 
which he had been so happy as to claim in the 
pigs he had shown, was owing to Mr. Coke and 
Mr. Western; from the former he received the 
Neapolitan boar, and from the latter he bad the 
Essex sow which had produced his stock. Mr. 
Tower concluded with proposing the health of 
*“ Mr. Coke and Mr. Western,” which was 
drank with great applause. 

Mr. Lhompson begged permission to propose 
a toast ; and in terms of appropriate thanks and 
expressions of suitable encomium and gratitude 
for his great exertions and unwearied perse- 
verance, propused the heaith of * Mr. George 
Webb Hali,”” which was received with the warm 
applause of all present. Mr, Hall returned 
thanks, 

Mr. Nichols addressed the company shortly 
on the present depressed state of the cultiva- 
tors, and very happily added to the foregoing 





twast, * The enlighteaed Lenantry of the King- 


lum, and may they be remuuerated for their 
exertions.” 

Mr. Tower rose to propose the health of Sir 
John Sinclair, which he prefaced with a speech 
of considerable length, observing, that Sir John 
night be considered the father of the Board of 
Agriculture, for it was to his exertions that its 
establishment was first owing ; but he feared 
that while they were celebrating the birth, they 
must also ring the kneil of that institution, as 
there was but too mach reason to believe that 
the usual allowance for its support would not 
ne continued. te had hoped on that occasion 
to see a considerable number of its noble and 
respectasie members present, and that the 
society and its functions should not die, as it 
were, strangled for want of the animating 
stream of life which had hitherto run in its 
veins ; that stream might be supplied from oth- 
er sources, and as the Smithfield Society, as 
the Merino Society were upheld, so that might 
be supported independently of all reliance on 
the public purse. Mr. ‘lower spoke on this 
subject with considerable force and eltect, and 
added many other observations which our want 
vf room obliges us to omit. 

Mr. ‘Tower ia his speech having mentioned 
something of the apparent contest which had 
iong subsisted between the agriculturists and 
‘manufacturers, the Noble Chairman rose and ad- 
verted shortly to that subject, observing that 
the interests of both were very much mixed, 
and nearly the same ; he thought that we might 
descry the dawnings of a more cordial spirit, 
and experience and reflection must bring ona 
clear conviction of their mutual dependence,— 
tle therefore would propose this sentiment— 
**'The Union of Agriculture and Manufac- 
tures,’ which was greeted with lively applause. 

The Noble Chairman then regretted that he 
could not have the pleasure of continuing longer 
with the company ; but before he took his leave 
he observed, that as to the future existence of 
the Board, he would give no opinior.  With- 
out doubt (said his Lordship) there are calls for 
econoiny in all practical shapes ; but, neverthe- 
less, L do hope we shall have the pleasure of 
meeting again another year, and under auspi- 
clous circumstances.” His Lordship then re- 
tired amidst the cheers of the company. 

Mr. Tower being called to the Chair, his 
Lordship’s health was a second time drank.— 
Many other toasts and sentiments were likewise 
drank, and,the evening was concluded in harmo- 
ny and good humor. 

. _——B0 e-———__ 
From the Southern Patriot, of Sept. 1st, 1820. 

Mr. Epitor, 

_ _ it is but seldom we have an article rela- 
tive to Agriculture in our gazettes; and, if it 
should meet with your approbation, I believe 
it would gratify many of your readers, were 
You, occasionally, to devote a small corner of 
Your uselul paper to this subject We continue 
Co follow the fashions of Europeans, from the 
form of the hat to that of the shoe; and I wish 
I could add in the care and attention they de- 
vote to every thing connected with the culti- 
vation of the soil. A principal cause of the 
rfection to which Agriculture has arnved in 
sngiand, is, no doubt, that emulation which has 





been produced among farmers, by the distribn- 
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tion of premiums, offered by the numerous ag- 
ricultural societies ; and, the publication of the 
errors of one farmer, has enabled another to 
avoid the sane. The knowledge of a few well 
conducted experiments, shewing the advantages 
to be derived from deep ploughing, the enclosing 
system, and a proper attention to manuring, 
would produce more practical benefit to the 
majority of farmers, than the pnblication ol 
books on those subjects. 

With the wish to contribute my mite, I add 
a few remarks upon the cultivation of oats, ip 
the way they are generally managed in the low 
country, as far as my observations extend.— 
Most planters, without breaking up the land, 

ant in trenches, from 12 to 18 inches apart, 
with the hoe, and then leave them without any 
cultivation afier planting. For the last two 
years I have carefully ploughed and hoed my 
oats, and the crops have been more than twice 
as much as I formerly made without the after 
culture; and I may venture to assert, that two 
acres, well cultivated, will produce more than 
three acres, in common seasons; and in dry 
seasons, a greater proportion, as every farmer 
must be sensible of the effects of a govd 
ploughing, or hoeing, to the cropin a time of 
drought. It has been justly remarked by a 
practical farmer, that a complete stirring of 
the earth between plants, is equal to a shower 
of rain. 

The cultivation of oats produces a heavier 
grain, and the straw is more valuable from not 

reing as soon, as when left without the after 
culture. The field, as a pasture alone, would, 
by the increase in the growth, of Crab Grass 
and Crow Foot, more than compensate for the 
work bestowed upon the Oats. 1 prefer break 
ing up the land well in Movember, and planting 
the first week in January, in drills made with 
the plough, in light lands at two feet asunder, 
at the rate of one bushel per acre, giving two 
ploughings, and when the oats are i ly in ears, 
a good hoeing of the alleys; and drawing ol 
the earth among the roots. 

A COTTON PLANTER. 


— ee) 

° THE BENE SEED 
YIELDS A Goop Swest O11, AND IS AN EXCEL- 
tent Foon. 


Extract of a letter from General Calvin Jones, |" 


to the Editor. 
Rareion, June 27, 1821. 

Dear Sir,—I duly received the Bene Seed 
you so obligingly sent me, and for which you 
ave my thanks. ‘Phe plant has long been cul 
tivated by the negroes, in the eastern part of 
this state, and the seed is used by them as 
food. Mixed in due proportion with their ho- 
miny, it heightens its relish, and adds to its 
nutriment—and among negroes who get little 
flesh meat, it is a valuable article. I have 
been acquainted with it fifteen years or more, 
and a told pee — that it was 
originally brought to this country from Africa, 
by the 4 Several years ago, I took some 
pains to extend its cultivation, and to procure 
the extraction of the oil; and had several com- 
munications on the subject with John F. Smith, 
esq. of Newbern, and James Mebane, esq. of 
Orange, two very public spirited citizens, why 
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bad manufactories of linseed and castor + 
They made considerable quantities of Bene Oil. 
The hon. William Gaston told me, in conver- 
sation, that he was particularly fond of the oil 
with sallad, and with fish ; that Mr. Smith hae 
presented him with a flask of Bene Oil, of his 
vwn manufacture—and that it was, for any 
table purpose, superior to any he had ever be- 
fore used. Mr. ‘Thomas Ewmond, a very re- 
spectable clock and watch maker of this city, 
told me, that he had used it in oiling his 
time-pieces, and found it excellent; and, iv 
a peculiar manner preserving !ts fluidity in cold 
weather—a quality of great value in its appli- 
cation to machinery of delicacy, and requiring 
uniformity of movement. I could add much 
other testimony in favour of the oil, but I give 
names that are known, and persons who are 
qualified to judge. 
1 am much, and very respectfully, your’s, 
CALVIN JONES. 
John S. Skinner, Esq, 
—D aa 
TO THE EDITOR, 


Sir—I ask the favour of you to preserve in the 
American Farmer, the following 


MEMORIAL 


OF A 
CONVENTION OF DELEGATES 


Representing the Merchants and others interested in 
Commerce, Assembled ut Philadeiphia, 


TO THE CONGKESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Although much has already been addressed to 
your Honourabie Body on the subject of the new 
tariff ; yet, unless it could be said to be entirely ex- 
hausted, its pre-eminent importance may well claim 
still further attention from all who are interested ; 
and may be allowed to constitute a valid excuse for 
those who venture once more to appear before you in 
the character of petitioners against its adoption. 

Among the great diversity of subjects which, from 
time to time, have occupied our national legislature, 
not onc, it is believed, within the whole scope of their 
proceedings, has ever been agitated, which involves a 
greater variety of interests—fiscal, moral, and politi- 
cal; which strikes more deeply at the very founda- 
tion of all true and enlightened policy; and which 
according as it shall be ultimately settled, will be 
productive of more lasting, more beneficial, or more 
pernicious consequences. In short, this nation, 
through its highest public functionaries, is called upon 
to determine, whether we will plunge still deeper 
into all those measures of prohibitions and restric- 
1ons upon trade, of duties, premiums, and bountics ; 
of stimulants to rear exclusive interests at the nation- 
al expense; which have contributed more than any 
other causes to bring the greatest commercial and 
manufacturing empire that the world ever saw, to the 
very verge of destruction ;—op by taking warning in 
time and pursuing a different course, achieve for our- 
selves a far higher degree of national prosperity, than 
any people, of whom there is any record, have ever 
before attained. Let it not be said that we are too 
much inclined to magnify beyond their just dimen- 
sions the various objects involved in this enquiry ;-— 
still less let it be said, that the injuries or benefits 
which must necessarily result from the adoption, or 
the rejection of the proposed tariff, will not be fully 
equal in process of time, to any thing which we have 
ventured to imagine. If the observation of Dr. Smith 
has been thought just, that heavy taxes upon necessa- 
ries become “ a curse equal to the barrenness of the 
soil, and the inclemency of the heavens ;”’ let it not be 
thought extravagant in us to assert, that the addi- 
tional duties required of you, operating continually, 
upon almost all the purchases of every member in 
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su, comparatively speaking, in each individual pur- 
chase, would amount in a few years to a sufficient 
number of millions, almost entirely to alter the ex. 
isting relations of society, by forcing capital out of 
those channels in which it is naturally inclined to 
flow, and alluring it into others, where, but for this 
tegislative process, it never perbaps would have gone. 
Can this be consonant either to policy or justice ? 
Can such a power be found either in the con- 
stitutions or codes of any free government upon 
earth, as would authorise the legislature of such 
government to say to any of the great classes 
into which society naturally divides itself ;—“ thus 
far shalt thou go and no farther” in thy fair and 
honest endeavours to better thy condition. And yet, 
in what doves such a power ciffer in effect, from 
that, by the operation of which, any one of these 
classes may be fostered, cherished, and elevate: at 
he expense of the rest, until the others who are 
turced into this most unnatural state, are so ground 
down, as to be compelled to abandon the trade, profes. 
siou,or calling of their choice? Once admit that Gongres 
muy use the power of taxing imports ad libitum, for 
any other purpose but that of revenue, and you give 
them in reality, the power to say to the citizens of 
these Unitcd States, you must devote yourselves to 
agriculture, commerce, or manufactures,—not as you 
may happen to be inchned, but according to our 
sovereign will and pleasure. Let it never be forgot- 
ten, that the question now about to be determined, is 
not so much, what may be beneficial to manufactures, 
as whether Government has a right to benefit these, 
to the manifest injury both of the agricultural and 
commercial classes ? whether the constitutional pro- 
vision against taxing exports can be rendered in a 
great measure nugatory, by diminishing at pleasure 
the value of our exportable commodities, through the 
instrumentality of a tax upon imports? nd finally, 
whetber the direction and employment of individual 
capital are matters to be regulated and controlled by 
individual choice, or by the will of the national le- 
gislature ? 

If it be asked, who are the rightful judges in regard 
to the expediency and justice of the proposed tariff, 
it is surely fair to answer, that the payers, who con: 
stitute a very large majority of the whole nation, are 
certainly more competent to decide, than the expec- 
tant receivers, when the only inquiry is, how much of 
the money of the former shall be paid to the latter, 
and to what extent it shall be taken, not only without 
their consent, but in opposition both to their entrea- 
ties and remonstrances. This is the plain, unvarnish- 
ed state of the case; and let sophists and casuists 
disguise it as they may ; still whenever it is contem- 
plated, unadorned by the embeilishments of geogra- 
phical parties, and divested of the exaggerations of 
exclusive interests, it will be seen, as a case, where, 
on the one hand, a@ certain portion only of manufac- 
turers, (for very many of them are opposed to it) are 
importuning the government to compel all the com- 
mercial and agricultural classes to buy their manu 
factures, at enhanced prices, or to go without, whilst, 
on the other hand the sons of commerce and agricul- 
ture, almost to aman, are begging that they may not 
be exposed to any such exaction. It is not a boon 
or treasure, already in possession of the governm-nt, 
tor that would be a mere contest of cupidity, where- 
mn both would be alike selfish and culpable ; but it is 
a plain undisguised effort on the part of certain man- 
ufacturers, either to coax or alarm our rulers into the 
ruinous project of coercing the farmers, planters, ar- 
tisans and merchants inio g:ving a much larger por- 
tion of their substance, than they at present do, to 
these manufacturers ; whilst on the part of agricul- 
ture and commerce it is an arduous struggle to hold 
fast only, what is already theirs, and not to be forced 
to part with it contrary tojtheir inclinations. Are we, 
therefore, enemics to the manufacturers? Are we 
consequently (as has often been said) selfish, unna- 
tural, anti social, grovelling and ignorant ; alike deaf 
to the voice of humanity, and to the calls of patriot- 
ism ve God forbid. But if ne have incurred these 
de; ing censures, simply for praying that your 
honourable body will Sot pu it in the ~ A of the 





the community, althoyg a small and insiguiicant/manufacturess to make us pay higher for all which we 
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q nete+iarity purchuse uf them than we do at 
eordly we tind cit submit to be denounced. 
But, lest the mere pecumiary loss in our purchases 
alone which we should incur from the proposed ad- 
dition to the duties upon foreign commodities, should 
be considered the principal cause of our solicitude, 
we beg leave to suggest a few other considerations 
of far deeper interest, and of still more comprehen- 
sive character, that appear to forbid the adoption of 
e sed meas:ire. 
Ooh be a fixed principle that we are to rely for our 
yevenue chiefly upon a system of duties upon imports, 
ean any thing be more obviously necessary and proper 
than that such system should be both uniform and 
ermanent? Can a single instance be cited from the 
annals of any nation upon earth where an augmenta- 
tion of duties already high, has been found also to 
augment the national income? On the contrary, are 
there not many to be found, wherein a dimunition of 
duty has been immediately followed by an increase of 
sevenue? We beg leave to quote only a few; and we 
will take them from the history of that country whose 
eommercial regulations and restrictions some of our 
political economists have so earnestly importuned you 
to imitate. 

Previous to 1744 the East India Gompany’s 
sales of teas amounted to no more than about 
600,000 pounds weight annually, producing 4 re- 
wenue of about 140,V0C/. In the early part of 1745, 
an act was passed by which the tea duties were 
greatly reduced, and in 1746, the sales amount- 
ed to nearly two millions of pounds weight, and the 
revetlue to 228,000%. But this unanswerable de- 
monstration of the jsuperior advantages resulting to 
the revenue itself from low duties, was unable to re- 
strain the rapaeity of the treasury. In 1748 the du- 
ties were again increased ; and fluctuated between 
that epoch and 1784 from 64 to 119 per cent. In the 
last mentioned year, however, the government having 
in vain tried every other means to prevent the smug 
gling and adulteration of tea, reduced the duty from 
119 to 124 per cent ; and the revenue, instead of fall- 
ing off in the proportion of one to ten, owing to the 
increased consumption, only declined in the propor. 
tion of one to three. In 1787 the duty on wine and 
spirits was lowered to 59 per cent. but the revenue 
notwithstanding was considerably augmented. ‘The 
average annual produce of the tax on coffee, for the 
three years previous to 1808, amounted to 166,0C0/.. 
In the course ofthat year the duty was reduced from 
two shillings to seven pence the hundred weight, and 
the average annual produce of the reduced duty for 
the next three years, instead of being diminished, rose 
to 195, 0u02, 

These few remarkable facts serve incontestably to 
prove, more than whole libraries of theoretical rea- 
soning could do, that the financier who calculates up- 
on raising revenue by duties upon imports must una- 
voidably be content to make them moderate, or to 
lose his object. They also force upon our minds 
this important question,~-whether the deficit which 
occurred in our revenue last year, and the still great- 
er one which threatens us for the present year, are 
not both attributable, at least in part, tothe very high 
rates of many of our existing duties? 


if the design of the proposed tariff be to force 
into being certain manufactures which had no previous 
existence here, or to foster, at the national expense, 
suchas have been found, after sufficient trial, inca- 
pable of being otherwise supported, the hope’of eve- 
nue from this source must be abandoned: for it is a 
Physical impossibility that the two projects can be 
consummated together. If manufactures are to be 
forced, the treasury coffers must remain empty, for 
any thing that the tariff can bring into them. On 
the contrary, if the duty on imports is to uugment 
the revenue, the manufacturing interest must be con- 
tent to rely upon her own energies, without callin 
on government to make crutches for her of bot 
agriculture and commerce, to support that body, 
which, in the mania of speculation, has been dieted 
and swelled into an unnatural growth, too unwicldy 

own natural limbs to sustain. 
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become a settled point in our policy, that no justifia- 
ble means are to be neglected to render this nation a 
great naval power, as essential to the Union, as pro- 
tective of the great and only outlet for all the agri- 
cultural products of the immense regions of the west; 
it is well worthy of inquiry whether it possibly can 
be effected by multiplying discouragements to foreign 
commerce. Can our y, Magnanimous, and daunt- 
less seamen, whose —_— have heretofore exposed 
them to the perils of every ocean, to the vicissitudes 
of every clime, and inured them to that constant 
regimen and discipline so well calculated to fit them 
for all the purposes of nautical life,—can such men, 
with any advantage to our rising navy, be converted 
into a set of skulking profligate smugglers, or of 
sailors confined solely to the coasting trade? Yet, 
that such must be the inevitable result of either de- 
stroying, or much further injuring our foreign com- 
merce, is a consummation which appears to us as 
unavoidable, as that death must follow the destruc- 
tion of all our vital functions. Commerce is to the 
body politic what the circulation of the blood is to 
the body natural. To check either materially is to 
produce disease; and to augment such check in any 
= degree is to destroy the healthful existence of 
ot 

Again,—Is it possible that we shall add much ei- 
ther to the moral or physical power of this nation by 
interposing legislative aids to accelerate the natural 
increase of that class of citizens who, from the very 
nature of most of their occupations, must necessarily 
be brought up in a way which, to say the least of it, 
is surely not the most favourable either to health, to 
morals, to bodily, or intellectual vigour? Can it be 
within the scope of any rational anticipation, that our 
manufacturers, one and all, can ever be made success- 
ful competitors to those of Sheffield, Birmingham, 
Manchester, who, by means of the very system of 
of which some of us are so exceedingly emulous, are 
forced to labour from fourteen to seventeen hours in 
the twenty-four, and to live almost exclusively on ve- 
getable diet, in order to earn a miserable pittance of 
wages, scarcely sufficient to keep body and soul to- 
pathes ? Can any the most sanguine projector, calcu- 
ate on realizing any such successful rivalry, except 
at an expense of taxation, of national happiness, and 
legislative oppression, such as the citizens of the U. 
States will never willingly incur ? 

(To be continued.) 
— 9) 

FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER. 


TO KILL RATS 


More useful than to drive them to one’s neighbor. 
Dear Sir, 
I have read a great deal about drivin 

away rats from barns and ‘houses, but I have = 
ten wondered to myself what good that could 
do? ‘The time chosen for this purpose, is when 
the barn is empty and there is no longer any 
injurygfor them to do, or any inducement for 
them to stay, and of course they are willing to 
go where they can get better supplied with 
ood—but is driving them away, any reduction 
of their number? if they leave one barn will 
they not goto another, and return with aug- 
mented numbers when a new stock of food is 
laid in for them? The man who drives away 
arat, although he may for a time, relieve him 

self from an inconvenience, it is at the expense 
of his neighbour ; and whether he does it with 
 hound’s tongue,” or “ Smilax,” he renders no 
permanent benefit ; but he whokills a rat, de- 
serves as well of his country, and better too, 
than “he who makes two blades of grass grow 
“where only one grew before ;” and the rea- 
son is obvious, as in the one case a benefit is 
rendered to the community, whereas in the 
other, it is confined mostly to himself. 





Let us take another view of the subject.—If it has 





strong, and not liable to get out of order. 
England they are let out by the day, at three 
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one which has long been a secret in our famil¥? 
and was brought from France by my great 
and uncle Nehemiah Simple, Esq. and was 
called there, 4 la Capuchin, which, he being a 
great French scholar, translated * Cap-push-in” 
a term very descriptive of the manner, which is 
nothing more than to make them push their 
heads into a cap, which completely blind-folds 
them while you kill them. This was dove as 
follows: he selected a room in a house, ora 
part of the barn, out of which he took every 
thing, in order that the rats might have fair 
play, then sprinkled some Indian meal, or flour 
on the floor, locked the door, and suffered no 
one to enter the apartment—this he did every 
three or four days for about a fortnight, by 
which time this place became the general ren- 
dezvous of all the rats in the neghbourhood, and 
it was quite amusing to hear them dancing their 
rigadoons and country dances about the flour ; 
to be sure they seemed to be in high glee—bvut 
all at once, he stopped their supply of provi- 
sions which seemed to stop their sport; and 
from “chassez” and “ballancez,” they got to fisti- 
cufs about the cruinbs. When he discovered that 
they had consumed ail their supply, the next 
thing was to pay them off allold scores He 
takes a number of pieces of paper, or parchment, 
about three inches square, and rolls them into 
the shape of a cap, or iunnel, in the form of the 
paper in which grocers put samples of tea and 
sugar, and each of these he stitches so as to pree 
serve the shape—in tie bottom of each he squeez- 
es in a crumb of soft cheese, a little suet, or 
butter, and around the edges, on the inside, he 
puts a little tar, or bird-lime ; and when all are 
prepared, he strews them all about the floor of 
their favourite haunt. Next morning, he arms 
himself with a stick, aod, marches into the 
room, and behold! there are my gentlemen, 
every one hood winked in his night cap—each 
one wanting the sweet morsel at the bottom of 
the cap, thrust in their heads ; the tar, or bird- 
line stuck to their ears, and how to get it off 
they did not know—they were also equally at 
a loss how to find their holes to retreat to; and 
my uncle had nothing to do but kill them at his 
leisure. 
What my uncle did, any other man may do. 
So sir, lam your friend and humble servant 


till death. 
JEREMIAH SIMPLE, 


P.S-—I have a great many other things 
which I want toinform you of, but have to at- 
tend to my harvest. 

— 0 


Hay Making Machine. 


Tuis great labour saving machine has beer 
repeatedly in operation upon my farm withia 
the last fortnight, and surpasses all expectation. 
Its performance was witnessed by a number of 
particular farmers, among whom were Mr. Joe 
seph Merryman, Mr. Lewis Foulk, &c. who 
gave it as their opinion, that it would make 
hay as fast, as from 15 to 20 men could cut it. 
The machine is drawn by one horse, and may 
be tended by a boy of twelve years. It is very 
In 











Now, sir, I have a plan for killing rats; it is 





dollars, with a man or boy to tend them, with- 
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out a horse, which is furnished by the person 
hiring it. ‘These machines will be sold at cost, 
Say $110. 
E. 8. THOMAS, 
57, South Street. 
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IMPROVED BREEDS OF CATTLE, 

The value of such cattle increases daily in Eng. 
Jand—so writes Mr. Curwen toa friend at Washing 
ton: he states, that a bull calf was sold at public 
sale for 100 guineas—the dam for 175—and a bull 
for 360 guineas. 

And we are happy to state, that the attention of 
Farmers in this country is daily more and more turn- 
ed to this interesting part of their pursuit. Orders 
from southern states are frequently sent to the editor 
for valuable Neat Cattle : constant enquiries are made 
as to prices; and we learn, with great pleasure, that 
some short horned, or Teeswater cattle are about to 
be imported into South Carolina, from England, this 
summer. 

WASHINGTON’S LETTERS DESCRIPTIVE OF 
THE SEVERAL UNITED STATES IN THE 
YEAR 1796. , 

We have procured from Sir John Sinclair, a letter 
addressed to him by the first President of the United 
States, the illustrious Washington, descriptive of our 
lands, the habits, condition and prospects of our 
countrymen ; given for the particular use of Sir John, 
in 1796, who then contemplated removing to this 
highly favoured country, for reasons which he gives 
us in a prefatory Ictter. 

These letters we are about to publish accompanied 
by a fac similie of one from General Washington, 
which enclosed his letter descriptive of the several 
States ; and we hope that our fellow citizens will 
very generally embrace this opportunity to possess 
themselves of a copy, fur the gratification of rising 

enerations, to whom this familiar view of the great 
ounder of their country’s liberties, will become more, 
precious and endearing, as time consigns his com- 
patriots to the tom). 

These letters will be printed in octavo form, on 
superior wove medium paper, in large type, and be 
neatly bound in extra boards. They will be embellished 
with a portrait of Washington to be executed in the 
first style ; and also with a portrait of Sir John Sin- 
clair, his much respected and lighly useful corres- 
pondent; who intends with the money we pay to 
him for the right to these letters, to erect a beautiful 
monument in Scotland, to the memory of him who 
was “first in war, first in peace and first in the 
hearts of bis countrymen.” The design of the 
monument will be given, and the copy right to the 
volume be secured according to law—The price will 
be One Dollar the copy. 

——Ss3 
M’ADAM ON ROADS. 

Our readers will find by the advertisement of Mr. 
Lucas, that the very valuable work published by Mr. 
John L. M’Adam, in London on the method of mak- 
ing, repairing and preserving Roads, has been repub- 
lished in this city. The information given by that 
yery intelligent and experienced civil engineer, wiii 
be found very interesting to general readers, and may 
be particularly useful to those most directly interest. 
ed in the subject. We learn that this volume has 
been reprinted by the desire and at the risk of a gen 
tleman, who has devoted much time and paid grea 
personal attention to the construction and managé - 
ment of the principal Roads leading to this cit) 
In this commendable act, he has added anotiier | 
many former proofs of his sincere desire to advan 
the substantial interests of society. We recommen: 
this work particularly to the notice of all Rood Con 
panies, whose directors should place it in the ban.» 


concern in such improvements, or has any great in- 

terest in road property should possess this volume. 
SS 2 OEE 

Water Lime Stone—Moaha and other varieties 
of Indian Corn. 

We have lately received from his Excellen- 
cy, Gov. Clinton, a specimen of the Water Lime 
Stone discovered in New York and used in ma- 
king hydraulic mortar or cement. ‘That distin- 
guished advocate and promoter of Internal im- 
provements, observes to usin the letter which 
accompanied this specimen that he hopes its 
possession may lead to asimilar discovery in 
this quarter. He further remarks that this 
argillo silicious or Hydraulic Lime Stone is 
burnt as the common lime stone, and then 
ground in a plaster mill ; after which it can be 
made into a cement, and used by any person, 
that could mix and use the common lime mor- 
tar ; for it is made and employed in the same 
way. Particular care, however, should be taken 
to procure clean sand, as the hardness of the 
cement depends very much on this precaution 
where sand is used. One third sand or equa! 
parts of lime and sand are generally used, but 
this lime will make a yood cement without any 
sad, The mortar may be put under water, as 
svon asit sets, say in about 20 minutes. For 
work above water the mortar should be alloweu 
to dry moderately. ‘The chemical analysis o/ 
this stone is given as follows : 

Carbonic acid 935.5 parts in 100 


Lime 25.0 
Alumina 10.5 
Silex 16.5 
Water 5.3 
Oxide of Iron 2.2 


For a confirmation of this analysis, and with 
a view to have the stone very generaliy seen we 
have submitted the subject and presented the 
specimen to Doctor De Butts, Professor uf 
Chemistry in the University of Maryiand from 
whom we hope to receive some useiul observa- 
tions on the formation of hydraulic mortar from 
several substances. 

We also received from Gov. Clinton an ear 
of corn, that had been raised by our troops at 
Council Biutls, last summer, the seed vi+ which 
was obtained by them from the Maha Indians, 
and yielded with imperfect cultivation £02 bush- 
els per acre. It was orserved that this corn 
caine to maturity -in three monihs, resisted 
weeds, grass, and the effects of frost Its grain 
was sult, and its flour uncommonly fine, anc 
white. his ear, with some grains from about 
thirty beautitul specimens of as many varieties 
which we received from Mi. Peter Minor of 
Virgina, Mr. J. Middleton, of Carolina, Mr. 
u. Kirk of Delaware, Mr. R. Ruse, of Penn- 
sylvania, and Mr. J. buel of New York, we 
planted tor the purpose of obtaining a suttici- 
eucy of every kind to permit a fair trial of each 
to be made after they shall have been acclima- 
ved. 
Some of them are growin, very luxuriantly, 
whilst others disappoint the expectations which 
we hau been led to form, from te results obtain- 
d and reported by persons living further to the 
worth, yet we believe that €Ven from such the 
ced raswwed by us this year will give more ta- 
vorable returns in the next. We shall pursue 


the hope of procuring some varieties of superior 
quality suitable to our climate and soil ; and we 
strongly advise farmers in other climates to pa 
what attention they canto the same object,— 
It has been more than once remarked to us h 
intelligent Southern Planters that the flint corn 
of theupper counties, becomes soft on the sea- 
board, and.that the gourd seed corn of the lower 
counties grows constantly more flinty in the 
west. The effects of climate and soil no less 
than the different modes of cultivation are enti- 
tled tothe fullest investigation and it may lead 
us to to most valuable practical conclusions. 


—————LDO 


PRICES CURRENT. 


Flour from the wagons, $4 874—Whiskey, 25 cents 
exclusive of bbl—Wheat, 160—Corn, 47—Hay, pr ton 
$15 a 16—Straw, do 84 a 9—Cod fish, per quintal, 
wholesale, $3, retail 3 50 a $4—N. EB. Beans per he. 
$1 124—ditto Peas, 75 cents—Plaster in stone $6 per 
ton—do, ground, $! 35 per barrel, 33 cts. per bushel, 
$8 per ton—New-Orleans sugar, 49 to 12 50—Mis. 
covado, do $9a 12—American White Lead, $12 50 
—Ground do. 13 a 14—Linseed Oil, 75 cents—Feath- 
ers, 40 a 45 cents—Shad, new, $6—Herrings, ¥2 a 
$2 25, declining—Fine Sait, 55 cts. per b. Ground Al- 
umdo 55 a 60—St Ubes 60--Cadiz, 50 a 55~—Turks- 
Island, 75—Live Cattic, §5 a 5 50—Beef, 8 to 10 cts, 
Hams, 10 a 12 cents—Middlings, 19 cents—Butter, 
25 cents—Peas 50 cents per bushel——Egys, 
124 cents~-Cheese 8 a 10 cents per pound—Tar $1 59 
—Turpentine, 1 874 a 2—Pitch 24-—Rosin, common, 
$1}, bright do, $3 per tarrel—Varnish, 25 cents— 
Spirits Turpentine, 32 cents per gallon—Cotton, 
(good Upland) 14 a 15 cents; very dull—Rice 3 a 34 
cents Ship and Flooring Plank, $25 a 27—shingles, 
best 6f a $7, common, $3 to 44 per M. 

Mayland Tobacco—Lower Patuxent, common, $2 
and 4 to $5 and 5—good, $3, 5 50 to 6—fine, $6 and 
$8 to $13—wagon, do. $3 and $5 to $3 sna $8~— 
fine, red, Sil to 12—vellow, Rl? to 20, 

Actual Sales, 2 hhds fine, one fired, from Benedict, 
$13 —2 hhds fine, wagon, $20. 

Virginia Tobacco—no sales. 
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ROAD MAKING. 


THIS DAY IS PUBLISHED BY 
F. LUCAS, Jr. 


M.. 138 Market-st. price $1 in extra boards, 
Remarks on the system of 


ROAD MAKING , 


With observations, deduced from practice and 
experience. 

With a view to a revision of the existing laws and 
the introduction of improvements in the method of 
MAKING, REPAIRING, and PRESERVING ROADS: and, de- 
fending the road funds from misapplication. 


BY JOHN LOUDON M’ADAM. 


Road Companies taking a number of copies will 
have them at a reduced price, so that they may be 
distributed where they will be most beneficial. 














Printed every Friday at $4 per annum, for JOHN S. 
SKINNER, Editor, by Joseph Robinson, at the N. 
W. corner of Market and Beividere streets, Bait- 
more, where every description of Book and Job 
Printing 1s execuied.-—Ordcrs from a distance for 
Printing and Binding, with proper directions, 
promptly attended to. 








of their agents. Indeed every one who feels muca 


chis subyect on a small scale for several years in 
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